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Educating dentists is not just about drilling 
teeth or creating the perfect smile… 

Future dentists - New emphasis on environmental 

sustainability and social responsibility 
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Challenge for the Division of Dentistry  

 To improve awareness amongst 
students about environmental 
matters and social responsibility;  

 To foster interest among UoM 
staff and students in sustainability; 

 To begin embedding 
sustainability themes in the 
curriculum; 





Environmental efforts:  Any steps to 

reduce environmental footprints, such 

as energy usage (and wastage), 

correct waste segregation, etc. 

 

Ethical workplace / Social 

Tolerance:  treating colleagues and 

patients fairly showing tolerance and 

respect; active compliance with ethical 

laws, e.g. use of dental amalgam and 

amalgam separators. 

 

Volunteering: partaking in 

volunteering projects or service to the 

local community (outreach clinics in 

low-income areas). 



• Service learning 

• Provide charitable giving to Flow Aid, a campaign working to 

provide free sanitary products to the homeless; 

• Dental PlayBox project– students volunteer with a healthcare 

charity Action for Sick Children; 

• Dental volunteering abroad in developing countries; 

Opportunities related to social 

responsibility 



- involvement in energy-saving campaigns 

- student-led workshops, where debates take place about the 

prescription of antibiotics, etc. 

- informative workshops by staff about new rules on dental 

amalgam, waste segregation, CAD/ CAM Systems and in-house 

laboratory restorations to reduce carbon footprint; 

- prevention talks with patients about oral health by students and 

staff; 

Opportunities related to environmental  

responsibility 



Get in touch! 

vitalia.kinakh@manchester.ac.uk 
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