Heatwave preparedness – and primary care
Bhavita.Vishram@barnet.gov.uk and Angharad.Shambler@haringey.gov.uk
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Public library - UKHSA national - Knowledge Hub
Weather-Health Alerting system registration form
Heat-Health Alerting system - GOV.UK
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Heat health action cards can be adapted for local use and resources
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Example poster

Heat can harm - Keeping cool in summer | Barnet Council
See Resources for ‘Heat can harm’ posters e.g. Barnet Extreme Heat Campaign_LONG TERM HEALTH
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Heat Health Alert Action cards
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Quality Improvement Project

Heatwave resilience in primary care: four change ideas

IDENTIFY
Buid your high-risk heat register

® Use the pre-built EMIS search

® 275, bed bound and housebound, CKD, heat
failure, COPD, dementia and diabetes

PREPARE
Briofstaffand the building

® Stafftraining

® Facilities check: Medicines storage <25°C;
designated cool room <26°C, stock up on
supplies, cooling strategies

COMMUNICATE
Contact pationtsatovery lert
@ Text messages to vulnerable patients

® Communicate on website, waiting room screens
and posters

o Opportunistic clinical actions

‘Opportunistic cinical action

® Hydration check, consider heat risk in
medication reviews and LTC management,
preventative cooling actions, signs and
symptoms of heat stroke and heat exhaustion




image4.png
Be Heat-Ready.
Protect Those at Highest Risk. =
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UKHSA Adverse Weather & Health Plan (AWHP) o

o Adverse Weather and Health Plan
What itis Protecting health from weather related
harm

The Adverse Weather and Health Plan (AWHP) (launched 2023)
replaced the standalone Heatwave Plan for England.

It |nte%rates heat, cold, and other weather risks into a single system-
wide

Free micro-teach training can be accessed here
Why it matters

It is the primary national guidance NHS organisations should align
to for heatwave preparedness and response.

It sits within the UK's wider climate adaptation policy commitments
(National Adaptation Programme).

Key features

Year-round preparedness + seasonal escalation.

Accompanied by:

Heat.Health Alrts system st June — 30th September (Met Office
+ UKHSA): Register Here

Operational guidance for providers, commissioners, and local
authorities.

Likelihood

Impact




