
What harm can a 

glove cause?
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN IMPACTS OF GLOVE USE



Climate impact

Carbon footprint of a glove

1 glove  26g CO2e

Rizan , Reed and Bhutta (2021)

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Fepub%2F10.1177%2F01410768211001583&data=05%7C01%7Cgraham.pike5%40nhs.net%7Ca8d7a2d0c9f540fe0dcd08db3436ffef%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638161183060383557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R%2Flzp1Kt49blqfQ31YBe9dktbuZp2ET6vAEEgBwLOk0%3D&reserved=0


Climate impact

100 gloves in a box

Box of gloves  2.6kg CO2e



Some context

UK average CO2 emissions per car: 

221.4 grams per mile 

Department for Transport (2020) 



Comparison

1 box of gloves 12 miles in a car



February to August 2020

1,839,235,000 gloves

47,820,110 kg CO2e 216 million miles in a car



To the moon and back 450 times





And the human impact?





2021

Forced Labour in the Malaysian Medical Gloves 

Supply Chain before and during the COVID-19 

Pandemic: Evidence, Scale and Solutions

July 20 21



We feel it is worse than 

slavery. Slaves work for free 

but we pay money to work

Asad (immigrant worker)
Hartalega gloves factory, Malaysia



PPE is a privilege



PPE is a privilege



Let’s get the gloves off

Vecteezy.com
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